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of Berwickshire is upon the Calciferous Sandstone. In the west
there are granitic areas and isolated basins of Permian rocks. The
lowerelevation and less rigorous climate of the Uplands cause them
to compare favourably with the Highlands, even though the
shales and grits of which they largely consist are not particularly
fertile. * The hills are generally covered with grass to their summits,
and the percentage of land used for grazing purposes is high. In
Peebles, Selkirk, Dumfries, and Kirkcudbright, for example, nearly
80 per cent of the land is in pasture or permanent grass, and the
whole region constitutes one of the great sheep-raising districts of
Great Britain, containing over one-tenth of the total number
of sheep therein. Over the greater part of the Southern Uplands,
indeed, there is, on an average, one sheep to each acre of pasture
land. Cattle are not raised except in Dumfries, Wigtown, and
Kirkcudbright, where the lower elevation of the land and the
heavier rainfall lead to the growth of pasture more suitable for
cattle than for sheep. Arable farming is generally restricted ;
oats, the chief cereal grown, is cultivated mainly in the river valleys
and in the Permian basins, both of which are partly covered by
drift and alluvium, and on the lower lands of the Old Red Sandstone
and Calciferous Sandstone of Roxburgh and Berwick.
The woollen industry is more centralized in the Southern Uplands
than in any other part of Scotland. This is due in part to the large
supplies of wool at hand, and in part to the abundance of water,
both for power and for cleansing purposes. The chief towns engaged
are Hawick, Galasbiels, Jedburgh, Selkirk, Peebles, and Innerleithen.
The manufacture of tweeds of various kinds is the principal branch
of the industry pursued in this region.
ENGLAND
THE PENNINE CHAIN has played an important part in the
economic development of Northern England. By its influence
upon the climates of Lancashire and of Yorkshire respectively,
and by acting as a barrier, though not an impassable one, between
the two counties, it has differentiated the occupations of the people
living upon either side of it. On its moors have fed the sheep whose
wool has helped to found the cotton industry on its western flank
no less than the woollen industry on its eastern. The rivers wMcli
flow down its slopes have provided power for both